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2017 came and went, and almost without warning 2018 arrived in a rush with the first 

HIFICRITIC show date for the last week in February, with bitterly cold winds 

sweeping in, and with worse to follow. Braving the chill, that happy band of West of 

England enthusiasts queued up in the cold from 9.30AM to get ring side seats for 

10AM in the better demonstration rooms.  

 

It was one of the largest shows for some years, certainly judging from the number of 

brands presented, well over 200 at last count. Some of the big guys were there, KEF, 

TAD, B&W, Chord, Spendor, Wilson Benesch, Pioneer, Technics, Sony, Naim,  

Quad/IAG, Dynaudio and Focal. Not to omit Cary, Elac, Harman AKG, Quad, PMC, 

T&A, Vivid , CH Precision and Wilson Benesch. On the top floor were Mitchell and 

Johnson with Leema Acoustics adjacent, the latter working with ATC loudspeakers to 

show off their new electronics.  

The Clarity Awards made at the show included the Honorary Fellowship Award   

to the AudioT group for hosting the Bristol show for 31 years, received by Jerry 

Lewin of Audio T 



                    

    

     

Tom Barron congratulates Jerry Lewin 

Further awards comprised: 

 "Best Sounding Hi-Fi Room'       - Astin Trew 

"Best Home Cinema Room"        - Karma AV 

"Best Presented Room"              - Quad 

"Best Innovation"                        - Roon Nucleus 

"Overall Best of Show"                - Dynaudio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CH Precision I1 Universal Integrated Amplifier  

 

 We had a first showing of the CH Precision I1 Universal Integrated Amplifier, 

priced at typically £27,000 it offers an option for full analogue in/out including a 

120dB precision resistor volume control and with a conservatively specified 

100W/CH. Those unusual variable output impedance and feedback options are also 

present here. Digital I/O boards may also be fitted. UK agent Wilson Benesch were 

previewing this model with their imposing Resolution floorstander, here with the best 

sound heard yet in this room, hosted by the companyôs Luke Milnes. 

 



Luke Milnes and the Wilson Benesch Resolution. 

 



A cheerful moment at Ophidian Loudspeakers, Gareth James had just finished the 

setting up with their P1 compact.  

 

 



                                       

                                         Amphion    Argon 7LS 

Amphion, with the model Argon 7LS, was sounding well in the Hegel room, pictured 

here a close-up of the tweeter waveguide, a technology pioneered by Amphion, which 

improves acoustic integration of the drivers in the crossover region. 

                    

Hegel showed their new HD30 DAC together with their  good sounding amplifier 

combinations, in a nicely scenic presentation. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 Cary came in force with Billy Wright, showing their streamer and latest SLI-     

100 amplifiers, here in conjunction with PMC floorstanders    

 

 

              

 

                        



 

    Billy Wright of Cary 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Cantonôs inexpensive and eye-catching, network connected, active floorstanders, the 

GLE 496.2 BT,  with 300W amplification per channel. 

 

        

                 
Derek Gilligan founder and design chief of Kudos presents his new Titan 505,  
and a promising sound it made too. 
 
 



 
The  compact Bluesound streamer-amp combo did not photograph well in the deep 

blue lighting but was ably demonstrated by Simon Lever of Anatech, who showed 

CD, HD and MQA sound quality differences.  

 

 

                
                                                   Simon Lever of Anatech 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dynaudio used their own Naim system to demonstrate the new Special Forty, these 

compact designs here sounding well and using a stunning Bowie backdrop. 

 

 

               

 
ELAC   Andante AS-61 stand mount concentric loudspeaker sounded well. We could 

do with these for review. 

  


